Intfroduction

Sixty years of confinuity is a rarity in the world of
film festivals. As Academia Film Olomouc reaches
this milestone, it is only fitting fo reflect on those
who have shaped ifs journey. The last comprehen-
sive publication on AFO was published on its 30th
anniversary, making it all the more imporfant to focus
these interviews on the past 30 years. We spoke
with key figures from the festival's history fo capture
the fransformations it has undergone in that fime.

From the oufset, our goal was fo creafe an infergen-
erafional dialogue — each inferview brought fogether
current team members with their predecessors. They
exchanged their experiences and uncovered the es-
sence of organizing a film festival. Alongside my col-
league Jirka Slavik — AFQ's long-time programmer,
editor, proofreader, and the author of the book's his-
torical section — we engaged with Two former festival
directors who were involved with AFO from the 1880s
until the early 2000s. Both inferviews serve as impor-
fant festimonies to a festival era that offen remains
overlooked. Petr Bilk and | revisited AFQ's 2007 trans-
formation, fouching on the initial challenges, the con-
froversies surrounding the infroduction of an enfirely
new organizing feam, and the effort to restore its
idenftity as a purely science documentary festival. The
AFO Industry section was born from a vision of fos-
fering a strong science-film collaboration. The current
head of Industry 4Science, Ivana Formanova, spoke
with Hana Krepelkova Rezkové about its formative
years and development and with Jakub Korda about
the significance of a major EU grant that enabled the
section's expansion. Joining this conversation was
our head of programming, Ondrej Kazik, who lafer ac-
companied me in a discussion with Matéj Dostalek.
As AFO's director during its 60th anniversary, he not
only steered the festfival forward but also oversaw
the grand opening of Olomouc's Fort Science — an
innovative center for science popularization. Our pro-
grammer, Zdeneék Rychtera, met with former director
Jakub Rali$ to explore shifts in the festival's program
and ifs evolving role as a social phenomenon. Current

head of production Marfina Hrbackova inferviewed
her predecessaor, Petr Vitek, shedding light on the of
ten-overlooked yet crucial behind-the-scenes aspects
of festival organization. Finally, | sat down with our
graphic designer and art director, Radim Mesic, to dis-
cuss the evolution of AFQ's visual identity, including
the years before his arrival and my own tenure as the
festival's media coordinator.

If there is ane common thread in all these conversa-
tions, it is the deep connection each parficipant still
feels foward AFO. Over the past sixty years, the fes-
fival has weathered crises, faced uncertain fufures,
and navigated new challenges — yet it has confinued
fo grow, earning a reputation that extends far beyond
the borders of the Czech Republic. It became a festi-
val that benefits the science documentary genre and
a professional incubator for thousands of sfudents
who helped organize if. It has carved ouf a unigue
place on the cultural map — whether as a festival de-
voted exclusively To science documentaries or as an
event proudly hosted by Palacky University since its
inception.

This book, like every year at AFO, is the resulf of team-
work. The festival is not merely about its organizers; it
is shaped and enriched by every parficipant and visi-
for. It thrives on the filmmakers who bring extraordi-
nary scienftific stories, the professionals who provide
broader context, the dedicated supporters who en-
sure its continuity, and the audience whose enthusi-
asm gives it meaning and atmosphere. My thanks go
to everyone who has contributed in any way over the
past sixty years to what AFO represents foday. This
book is a fribute o the red thread of shared passion,
collaboration, curiosity, and discovery that has woven
through six decades of Academia Film Olomouc.

Eva Navratilova, Director of AFO since 2022



Uvod

Sedesat lef nepretrzité existence je ve svété filmovych
festivalll femer anomalii. V roce, kdy Academia Film
Olomouc tutfo hranici prekracuje, je na miste obratit
pozornost k teém, kteff ho pomahali formovat. Posledni
rozsahlejsi publikace o AFO vznikla k jeho 30. vyroci,
i profo jsme se v této rozhovorove ¢asti zamerili na po-
slednich 30 let a prostfednictvim klicovych aktér( se
pokusili vykreslit promeny, kterymi festival za tu dobu
prosel.

Uz od prvofniho konceptu bylo cilem propojit gene-
race — kazdy jeden rozhovor tak predstavuje setkani
soucasnych ¢lend a clenek tymu s jejich predchCdci
a predchldkynémi. Vymeéna jejich zkusenosti pribli-
Zuje, co vSe obnasi organizace filmoveho festivalu.
Spolecné s kolegou Jirkou Slavikem, dlouholetym dra-
maturgem festivalu, editorem, korektorem a zaroven
autorem cele historicke casti této knihy, jsme vedli roz-
hovory s dvema fediteli, kteff byli s Academia filmem
spjati od 80. lef az do pocatku milenia. Oba tyfo roz-
hovary jsou dllezitym svedectvim festivaloveho obdo-
bf, na kferé jsme meli fendenci zapominat. S Pefrem
Bilikem jsme se pak ohlédli za fransformaci AFO v roce
2007 — mluvili jsme o pocatecnich vyzvach, kontro-
verzich spojenych s prechodem festivalu pod novy
tfym i 0 snaze vratit mu jasnou profilaci na védecky
dokument. Industry sekce AFO se od pocatku formo-
vala s vizi rozvijet védecko-filmovou spolupraci. O jejim
vzniku a vyvoji debatovala vedouci Industry 4Science
lvana Formanova s Hanou Krepelkovou Rezkovou
a také s Jakubem Kordou, se kterym rozebrala zasad-
ni roli velkého evropského grantu umoznujiciho vznik
industry sekce a dalsi rast festivalu. Na fomto rozho-
voru se podilel i programovy feditel Ondrej Kazik, ktery
se mnou dale pokracoval za Matfegjem Dostalkem — ten
prevzal vedeni AFO pfi jeho jubilejnim 50. roéniku a jgs-
e u foho stihnul s tymem ofeviit centrum popularizace
Pevnost poznani. Oramaturg Zdenek Rychtfera se se-
tkal s byvalym reditelem Jakubem Ralisem, se kterym
se bavili o proménach programoveé koncepce i o pod-
state festivalu jako spolecenskeho fenomenu. O klico-
vem, ale Casfo nedocenovanem zakulisi festivalove

organizace vedla rozhovor soucasna vedouci produk-
ce Martina Hrbackova se svym predchldcem Pefrem
Vickem. Zaverem jsem s dlouholetym grafickym de-
signerem festivalu Radimem Mésicem rozebrala vyvoj
vizualni identity AFO v&etne obdobi, kferé predchazelo
Radimovu nastupu a kdy jsem na festivalu plsobila
jako vedouci komunikace.

Pokud bych mela mezi vSemi rozhovory najit jednu
spojujici linku, byla by to urcite skutecnost, ze AFO
ie pro véechny nejakym zplisobem srdecni zalezitos-
i, Za téch Sedesat let své existence prosel festival
mnoha krizemi, nekolikrat celil vyhlidkam o poslednim
rocniku, mnohokrat byl postaven pred nové vyzvy.
Ale dokazal se presto vypracovat v udalost, kterd ma
iméno | daleko za hranicemi Ceské republiky. Festival,
ktery je pfinosem pro zanr popularne-védeckeho fil-
mu, profesnim inkubatorem pro dnes iz tisice sfu-
dent( a studentek, ktefi se podileli na jeho organizaci.
Festival, ktery si na mape kulturnich akci obhajil sve
specifické misto. Af uz svym zameérenim cisté na ve-
decky dokument, nebo tim, Ze jeho organizatorem e
od prvniho rocniku Univerzita Palackého.

Tato kniha je vysledkem tymoveé prace — stejne jako
kazdy rocnik festivalu. AFO nestoji jen na téch, kdo
iej rok co rok pripravuiji, ale i na véech, kdo jej spolu-
utvarejl. Nemohlo by existovat bez filmar a filmarek,
kteri pfinasejl fascinujici védecke pribéhy, bez od-
borné verejnosti zasazujicl je do sirsiho kontextu, bez
dlouholetych podporovateld a podporovatelek a bez
vnimaveho publika, které festivalu dodava jeho smys!
i atmosferu. Diky v8em, kdo se behem poslednich Se-
desati let jakymkoli zplsobem paodileli na tom, co dnes
AFO predstavuje. Tato kniha je pocfou sdilenému za-
palu, spolupraci, hledani a poznani, které tvorfi leitmativ
vsech sesti dekad festivalu Academia Film Olomouc.

Eva Navrétilava, reditelka AFO od r. 2022



